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return. By 11.30 there had been some fifteen or thirty further mounted
charges by the police, and there were occasional shots from the rioters.
There was a direct attack on the bridge at about 11.30, causing a new
panic among its defenders, though this was halted by the Prefect of
Police. Nevertheless, some of the police fired once more; again, it
seems, spontaneously. At any rate, the rioters made off and the bar-
ricade was re-established. Rioting, a new effort by the mounted police
and spasmodic shooting occupied the next hour or so, but between
midnight and i o'clock the crowds dispersed and the demonstration
came to an end. By 2.15 a.m. it was possible to remove the police
from the bridge.
At a meeting of Ministers at around midnight it was decided in
principle, on the insistence of Frot, to proceed to a large number of
preventive arrests, though it was pointed out that this would be un-
lawful. Since Parliament wras sitting it was not possible to proclaim a
state of siege.ift
The casualties of the evening were later reckoned by the Commis-
sion of Inquiry: On the sides of the rioters, 14 killed; 236 taken to
hospital and 419 other injured; on the side of the police, i killed, 92
taken to hospital and 688 other injured.37
The question of what the Prime Minister and government should do
in the event of a renewal of similar scenes, or in order to prevent them,
was again discussed by Daladier and others on the following morning,
Frot seems to have changed his mind during the course of these dis-
cussions. Only Blum advised Daladier to resist all pressure in the name
of Republican legality. In the end Daladier decided to resign at once.
His reasons for doing so were given to the post-war Commission as
follows:
"I resigned at the insistent demand of M. Lebrun and on the
advice of M. Frot, the Minister of the Interior, of the President of
the Chamber and of the President of the Senate. Only M. Leon
Blum advised me to remain in office; but I was not in agreement
with him; for I claimed that in order to avoid having scuffles every
day whose result would be that misguided and anyhow innocent
Frenchmen would fall in the streets of Paris it was necessary
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